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(3) That the Prince treated William as an uncle treats
a nephew and forgot that the nephew was an Emperor.1

Simultaneously the Emperor expressed himself. He
unveiled, in August, a monument to his cousin Prince
Frederick Charles, who had held important commands in
the Franco-German War, and in his public speech at the
unveiling he said:

' There are those people who have the audacity to
maintain that my father was willing to part with what he,
in conjunction with the late Prince, gained on the
battlefield. We, who knew him so well, cannot quietly
tolerate, even for a single moment, such an insult to his
memory. He assuredly cherished the same idea as we
do, namely that nothing should be surrendered of what
had been gained in those great days. . . . On this point
there can only be one opinion, namely that we would
rather sacrifice our eighteen army corps and our forty-two
millions of inhabitants on the field of battle than sur-
render a single stone of what my father and Prince
Frederick Charles gained. . . .' To make the allusion
to the ' audacious folkJ quite unmistakable, he turned to
General Blumenthal at the end of his speech and said, * 1
hopemyuncle, the Prince of Wales, will understand that. *a

The Emperor gave further expression to his high dis-
pleasure in the rudest possible manner. The Prince of
Wales was to stay with the Emperor of Austria in
September, and, hearing that nephew William was goingr
there about the same time, he wrote to him, the day
before this speech was delivered, thanking him for the
hospitable welcome some English officers had received

1  Letters III, i. p. 439.

2  Lee, Kin# Edward VII, i. p. 648;   Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick
P- 336,